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Dear Samah,

Like thousands upon thousands, we mourn the passing away of a distinguished literary and patriotic figure, Suhail Idriss. His
indelible mark on Arab literature and more importantly on Arab national aspirations will remain visible for a long time. I am
sure you will follow his footsteps and keep this tradition alive. May I express my sincere condolences to you and your
family. May his soul rest in peace. His memory will remain with us.

Salman Abu Sitta (London)

Dear Dr. Samah,

This has been a bad day for me full of memories and reminiscences. The memories of Suhail Idriss's mission remind us of
how rare men like him have been among us in these very bleak days. His voice, courageous and insistent, hopeful and
influential, will be missed a great deal as we see the worthless among this nation come up and gain control. But he leaves a
legacy which, thanks to the mentor and guide that he has been, is well preserved by you, Samah. I am so sad at his death and
feel deeply with Aida; but his life, we all know, has not been in vain. He was the positive voice of our generation, the builder
and mover, the vigilant observer and preserver, and his legacy will continue and bear fruit.

My heartiest condolences to Aida and Rana and Raida, and of course to you

Salma Khadra Jayyusi (Cambridge)

Dear Dr. Samah Idriss,

Please accept my deepest condolences at the passing away of your father, Dr. Suheil Idriss, who has eminently served the
cause of modernization in Arabic literature and Arab society. He will be remembered for his relentless struggle against
old-fashioned practices and ideas; for his defense of Arab national causes like those of Palestine, Algeria, and others; for
his novels, short stories, and plays embodying the concept of commitment (iltizam) in literature; and for his excellent
translations from modern French literature, and his effective service in Arab literary associations and groups. May his
legacy be preserved and continued through your efforts in Al-Adab magazine and in Dar Al-Adab publishing, and may you
and your family have consolation.

Professor Issa J. Boullata (McGill University, Montreal)

Samah, this is very sad news, coming to all of us in a very troubling time. The passing of Suheil Idriss is not only a great loss
to you and his small family, but also to the Arabs as a nation, to their culture, and modern endeavour to rise again.
Basheer Nafi' (London)

Dear Samah,

This is a note of condolences, and an expression of my deep sorrow to have heard of the loss of Dr. Suheil Idriss, whom I had
the honor to meet but once, but have benefited from his stands against injustice, his clear vision of what ails our Arab world,
and the example of the engaged intellectual we all admired and loved.

T hope that you, Kirsten, and the children can be granted the patience and the ability to remember that any giant like Suheil
Idriss, with his glorious history of patriotic positions, will never die; rather he lives in our hearts, and reminds us every
minute how important it is not to give in to the temptation of compromise.

May your loss be bearable, and please accept my deepest condolences and warmest regards.

Prof. George Saliba (Columbia University, New York)

Dear Samah...,

Like many members of my generation throughout the Arab world, I was very sad to learn that your father passed away. For
us, his role was instrumental in the making of our modern national culture. The first novel I ever read in Arabic was Al-Hayy
Al-Latini, and throughout my student days in Jerusalem and later in Rome, Al-Adab continued to be a major source of my
literary education. It was through his translations that I first read Sartre and Camus.

With his departure, a whole era seems to come to an end. And yet, thanks to you, what he has established shall continue to be
like a rock upon which to build, even though our world is replete with ruins and fragmentations.
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Now that he has finally been freed from the troubles of this world, I hope you will find strength in his memory to go on doing
the important work you've been doing that does not only perpetuate his legacy but that continues to open up new horizons in
our culture.

Please do convey my sincerest condolensces to your devoted mother, to your sisters, and to all your dear ones who loved him
as much as you did.

Kamal Boullata, Washington D.C

Dearest Kirsten, Samah, Aida and Rana

We share your pain and hope time will give you peace and memory of all the good moments. Soheil will always remain in
our heart with his marvellous gift to culture and his wonderful family. Best regards and heartful thoughts.

Amina and Sayyed Al-Bahrawi (Egypt)

Dearest Samah,

We received the news of the passing of your father, the legendary Suhail Idriss, with great sadness and sorrow. Please accept
our most sincere and heartfelt condolences, as your father was and remains a comrade and teacher to all of us. These indeed
seem to be difficult days, losing some of our greats at a time when only the greats can survive. Samah, please know that
even from as far away as we are, and despite the wretchedness of exile, Suhail Idriss's print on our Arab collective struggle is
engraved deeply and forever in us - for unity, liberation and egalitarianism.

Our condolences to your dear mother and the family, and to all our people wherever an Arab maybe and anywhere liberation rings...
Suhail Idriss lives!

The Free Palestine Alliance

Dear Samah,

We all lost a mentor, a comrade, a steadfast and a principled hero who defended Arab causes with courage, without doubt,
hesitation, or fear. He'll be missed but his memory lives on in our hearts, minds, and struggle. Our heartfelt and deepest
condolences go to you, your family and to our Arab people. We all have to preserve his legacy and stay on his path.

Bi jannat al khuld ya Suheil Idriss.

Michel Shehadeh, USA

Dear Samah,

1 always feel words are meaningless when you lose a great person. Nothing can describe the damage. Your father was a great
man, an influential spirit, and will always stay in our hearts and minds.

This e-mail is just to let you know that there are people out there offering you love and comfort, even if they can't be around you...
Hany Abu-Assad (Palestine)
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